Message

From: Zolandz, Mark [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=AD92C8F5774E4F3A9EAFI8B80647FFA3-MZOLANDZ)

Sent: 5/1/2015 8:25:23 PM

To: Dwight Dotterer -MDA- [dwight.dotterer@maryland.gov]; Gary Kelman -MDE- [gary . kelman@maryland.gov]

CC: David McGuigan [McGuigan.David@epa.gov]; Michelle Price-Fay [Price-Fay.Michelle@epa.gov]; Kyle Zieba
[Zieba.Kyle@epa.gov]; Joel Blanco-Gonzalez [Blanco-Gonzalez. Joel@epa.gov]; Smith, Brittany
[Smith.Brittany@epa.gov]; Andrew Duchovnay [Duchovnay.Andrew@epa.gov]; Day, Christopher
[Day.Christopher@epa.gov]; Kelly Shenk [Shenk.Kelly@epa.gov]; Capacasa, lon [Capacasa.jon@epa.gov]; Edward,
James [edward.james@epa.gov]; Fritz, Mike [fritz.mike@epa.gov]

Subject: Maryland Animal Agriculture Program Assessment Draft Report

Attachments: Maryland Animal Agriculture Program Assessment_FinalDraft.docx

| want to thank you again for your cooperation with EPA during the animal agriculture program assessment process
during the past year. | know that it has been a long process, and it certainly could not have happened without your help
in collecting and sharing information with EPA, including the MDE and MDA files that were made available for our
review.

After all of that effort, we have developed a draft Maryland Animal Agriculture Program Assessment report (attached)
that summarizes Maryland’s animal agriculture programs. The draft report also makes observations about the various
animal agriculture programs, including how well the programs support Maryland’s WIP goals and increased BMP
implementation. While the report focuses on three main regulatory programs (CAFO/MAFO program, Nutrient
Management Program, and Agricultural Certainty Program), we tried to also recognize where increased BMP
implementation is supported by non-regulatory programs, such as the Maryland Agricultural Certainty Program and the
Maryland Agricultural Water Quality Cost-share (MACS) Program. While some observations may provide opportunities
for improvement, continued implementation and adequate funding of both the regulatory and voluntary programs will
help Maryland move forward towards meeting its WIP agricultural implementation goals.

We wanted to provide Maryland with the opportunity to review the draft report and to ensure its accuracy and
our interpretation of Maryland’s animal agriculture programs. Please share with the appropriate state staff for
review. There are several areas where additional information from Maryland, such as clarifying certain funding
and providing additional information on voluntary NMP implementation, will further help to illustrate the non-
regulatory programs that Maryland is utilizing to increase implementation of BMPs. We would ask that
Maryland provide any feedback or comments to EPA by Friday June 5, 2015 at the latest. This will provide MDE
and MDA up to five weeks to review the draft report and share your feedback with us.

As part of EPA’s continuing role to track progress towards meeting the Bay TMDL allocations, EPA plans to
finalize this report by the end of June. Your timely comments will allow EPA time to make any necessary
corrections to the content of the draft report and develop a final report by June 27, 2015. EPA intends to make
the final report publically available on EPA’s website by August 28, 2015. This report will also satisfy an EPA
commitment under the CBF settlement agreement.

As you review the draft report, feel free to contact me with any questions. If it looks like it would be useful, we can also
schedule a conference call to discuss any issues or concerns about the content of the draft report.

Thank you again for all of your help.

Mark Zolandz

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region I
NPDES Enforcement Branch , Water Protection Division
1650 Arch Street (3WP42)

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029
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